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Some Factors to Define the Characteristics of EU Polity

LIU Wen-xiu
(School of International Studies at Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The European integration process initiated in early post-war era has come to a new stage
with a comprehensive union both in economic and political aspects. How to define the characteristics of
EU polity, however, is still under debates in academic field. This paper has examined EU polity from four
aspects: EU integrationist policy areas and the depth of EU policy involvement; the characteristics of EU
policy processes; the degree of the sovereignty transfer of EU member states; the functions of EU
institutions and EU’s status as an international law identity. Based on these studies, this paper argues
that the EU is a highly integrationist regional organization with supranational features mainly and the
combination in characteristics of both supranational and intergovernmental, or to be more exact,
quasi-federal polity. In the mid of this century, some kind of United States of Europe will emerge with
comparatively full-alleged political system and play its roles as a world power in the world stage together
with America and China.
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