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Understanding Marketisation within the Chinese Information Sector Taking
Television as an Example

Doris Fischer'  Translated by Xu Peixiz, Xu Mingyi3
(1.University of Duisburg-Essen,2/3.TV School,Beijing Broadcasting Institute)

Abstract: This paper tries to discuss the relationship of economic reform and political reform of China by
analysing institutional change within the Chinese television sector. It shows that different media in China
will have different ways of “commercialization” and future institutional environment. The paper attempts to
clarify the differences and relationships of “commercialisation”, “marketisation” and “competition” on the
basis of the new institutional economics. The paper intends to enhance understanding of the
development of Chinese information system by analysing some aspects of marketisation within the
Chinese television sector. Taking the evolution and characteristics of competition within the sector as a
perspective, we could see that an evaluation of the degree of “marketisation” actually comes to different
results for different arenas of competition.
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