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Abstract: Since the early modern, the Chinese and western Cultures have been standing in both confrontation and
reconciliation. One of the most important themes for reconstruction of the Chinese culture concerns how we should
relocate the both traditions in a new cultural combination. Historians of Chinese nationalism have attempted to
respond to the question successively with theories of “national quintessence,” “cultural nation” and “standard by
culture.” The theory of national quintessence is the harbinger of this tradition, and that of cultural nation is the
elaboration of the former. And finally, the theory of standard by culture establishes the logic framework for |

quintessence, Cultural nation, Standard by culture
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