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“Multiple Modernities” as a Normative Notion and Its Relation with
Different Types of Universalism

Tong Shi-jun

(The Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture of East China Normal
University,Shanghai,200062,China)

Abstract: The notion of “multiple modernities” expounded by Charles Taylor and others in recent years is
not only a descriptive one but also a normative one, and what behind it is not only a “cultural conception

of modernity” but also a “normative conception of modernity”. This reading of the notion of “multiple



modernities”, in a sense, is also a deconstruction or Aufhebung of it in favor of a type of universalism
defended consistently and reaffirmed recently by Juergen Habermas in his criticism of the foreign policy

advocated by the neo-conservatives in the USA.
Key words: multiple modernities; cultural conception of modernity; normative conception of modernity
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