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From the Special to the Universal — How Is A Public Intellectual
Possible in the Age of Professionalization?

Xu Ji-lin
(The Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture of East China Normal

University,Shanghai,200062,China)

Abstract: “Public Intellectuals” is a popular topic in the debate among international intellectual circles

in the latest one or two decades. But in the Chinese intellectual circle, it seems to be a new topic that
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arose only in recent years. The phenomenon that the publicity of intellectuals became a question
recently relates directly to the advent of academicalizational and professionalizational era. When the
subjects of intellectuals are no longer freelancers and artists, but technical experts and professors, the
problem of their publicity appears.The question of public intellectuals has been encountered not only in
the west, but also in China. The professionalizational intellectual institution and post-modern cultural
thought which turned up after 1970's in Europe and the U.S. have also appeared in China since 1990's.
In this article, | will first analyze two meanstream phenomena---professional intellectuals and media
intellectuals emerged in 1990's in China. Then from several important discussions about the
reconstruction of the publicity of intellectuals in the Chinese intellectual circle in 1990's, | will refine three
public intellectuals as ideal types: traditional intellectuals, organic intellectuals and specific intellectuals,
and further discuss in detail their knowledge backgrounds and limitations respectively from normative
perspective. Finally, with the background of Bourdieu's theory, | will analyze the possibility of
constructing an ideal type of public intellectuals from the special to the universal in a professional era.

Key words:special and universial;bourdieu;public intellectuals
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