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On the Reconciliation between Traditional Thought and Modern Values:
From the Perspective of the Autonomy Principle

Hu Xiao-ming

(.Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Cultural Research

East China Normal University)

Abstract: The principle of autonomy remains at the core of the modern value system but has
encountered many challenges in the reality. Traditional thoughts in fact have more potentials than
postmodern thoughts to reconcile with modern values from the perspective of the autonomy principle. In
the Chinese elite culture, there is an intellectual tradition in consistent with the concept of autonomy but
the relationship between them is also complex, especially in terms of the tension between the moral
subjectivity and the subjectivity defined by rights. In fact, the both subjectivities should be taken
seriously and equally respected in pluralist modern societies.
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