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Beauty Derives from the Need of Human Existence: A Dialogue

about Beauty and Art

WANG Yuan-xiang1, ZHAO Jian-xun?
(1.The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China;

2. Chinese Department, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 310027)

Abstract: Aesthetic pleasure is different from physical pleasure and rooted in aesthetic
beholding free from the desire of possession. It is to elevate human spirit rather than to
stimulate desire. It is helpful and significant for overcoming the materialistic current and
maintaining the human existence in a real sense. | do not agree with the slogan put forward by
some scholars that the aesthetic should be turn into daily life, which will, as far as | see, lead
to the commonplace, even alienation, of beauty and opposition of original meanings and spirit

of aesthetics.

Key words: aesthetic; aesthetic pleasure and physical pleasure; commonplace and
alienation of beauty
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