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Perspective of Internalist Linguistics

NOAM Chomsky
(Deparment of Linguistics, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA)

Abstract: The central change of modern linguistics was a shift of attention from behavior and the
products of behavior (texts, corpora, etc.) to the internal mechanisms that enter into behavior. Traditional
grammars, no matter how rich and detailed, did not address central questions about linguistic
expressions. While universal grammar is concerned with the ways in which L generates an infinite array
of expressions, and it investigates how the resources of I-language are employed to express thought, to
talk about the world, to communicate information, to establish social relations, and so on. Then, a major
goal of research is to discover something like a “periodic table” that will explain why only a very small
fraction of imaginable linguistic systems appear to be instantiated, and attainable in the normal way. The
P&P approach suggested a promising way to resolve the tension between the search for descriptive and
explanatory adequacy, and became, for the first time, to see at least the contours of what might be a
genuine theory of language that might jointly satisfy the conditions of descriptive and explanatory
adequacy. The study of UG seeks to determine what are the properties of language----its principles and

parameters, and the minimalist program tries to answer the question why language is based on these



properties, not others. Namely, it seeks to determine to what extent the properties of language can be
derived from general properties of complex organisms and from the conditions that FL must satisfy to be

usable at all: the “interface conditions” imposed by the systems with which FL interacts.

Key words: cognition; I-language; faculty of language; language acquisition
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