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Is “Neo-Practice Aesthetics” Possible?
Wang Zu-zhe

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Labor or practice as the logical start point of New Practice Aesthetics promoted by Yi
Zhong-tian actually is not “unreducible within the domain of social sciences” as he supposed. Labor at
least can be reduced to physical activity and consciousness, and consciousness determines some
physical activity to be labor in anthropological sense. Based on Vico’s philosophy, it is reasonable to
support the hypothesis that the primitive consciousness can be seen as aesthetic or artistic

consciousness, which is not the product of labor presupposing it.

Key words: art; labor; practice; genesis of art; Neo-Practice Aesthetics
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