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The Tao and Skill of Structures of Stories in Wenyan

WANG Ping

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Chinese classical fictions can be put into two categories: that in wenyan (Standard classical
mandarin) and that in baihua (spoken ancient Chinese). The narrative structures of both of them are
apparently different even though there are some similarities. Generally speaking, Wenyan stories are usually
short and more influenced by historic and biographic literature structurally while baihua novels are long or
short and more influenced by the performances of story-tellers. The structure of Wenyan stories, stared from
the early note stories, through the legends in Tang, Song and Qing Dynasties, to LiaoZhai zhiyi, has been
developing and improving and become a stable mode of literature.
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