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Laozi’s Criticism of Liyue

And Basic Orientation of His Aesthetic Education Thoughts

QI Hai-wen

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: As concerning the issue of aesthetic education, Confucianism and Taoism are evidently
different. Confucius attaches much importance to the political and moral functions of Liyue or ceremony
and art, which are just what Laozi criticizes. They both emphasize personality cultivation, but there is no
status for Liyue in the cultivation in Laozi’s vision. Laozi puts forward a series of enlightening insights
around personality cultivation, developed by Zhuangzi’s School into a Taoist aesthetic education system

contrary to Confucianism.

Key words: Laozi; criticism of Liyue; aesthetic education; Taocism
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