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Frankfurt School’s discussion

On ideological character and function of mass culture

You Zhan-sheng

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: From the viewpoint of Frankfurt School, mass culture in developed capitalism society is not by
the mass or for the mass, but essentially against the mass. One important reason for this is that mass
culture has become ideological tool safeguarding social domination. The school points out that, mass
culture’s ideological character mainly manifests as the character of falsity, of being controlled, of
compulsion and of affirmation. Accordingly, its ideological function is mainly to deceive and domesticate
the mass in order to reach the final purpose of defending social domination.
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