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On Three Notions of Literary Language in History of Literature Theory

WANG Wen-cheng

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: The theories about literary language can be put into three categories: the vehicle notion, the



entity notion, and the object notion. For the vehicle notion, literary language is the vehicle for literature;
for the entity notion, it is only the entity that marks the existence and values of literature; and for the
object notion, it is the object existing for the reader’s reading. In my opinion, from a holistic point of view

of literature, all the functions proposed by these theories can be reduced as one function as an agent.

Key words: notions of literary language; vehicle notion; entity notion; object notion
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