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The Structure of the Literary Text as the Second Significant
System

Ling Chen-guang

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: The text is a significant system. The literary text is also a system that is consisted of script
symbol and abundant meaning. According to Rolend Barthes, it is belong to the second significant
system that is combined with three levels: form, concept and signification. In this system, the original
symbol may become the pure “significant”. If we correlate it with the “yan”(language),”’xiang”(image) and
“yi"(meaning) that are usually used in Chinese literary theory, the literary text will be divided three levels:
the level of language, of image and of meaning.

Key words: the second significant system; literary text; structure
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