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Materialistic Historic View and Study of Origin of Literature:
And Lu Xun’s Contribution to Study of Origin of Literature

Ll Yan-zhu

(Cinese Department, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: This paper is a review of different approaches of the study of the origin of literature. The
emphasis is on the methodology for and new situation of the study of the origin of literature brought by
materialistic historic view. It also deals with the contribution and shortcoming of the doctrine of “labor
generation” by Puliehanov and the value of the notion of “labor — religion (magic) — leisure” offered by Lu
Xun who finds his inspiration in the study of Chinese prehistoric art.

Key words: origin of literature; methodology; materialistic historic view; notion of “labor — religion (magic)
— leisure”
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