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The Aesthetics of Dance

MA Long-qgian

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Dance, taking human bodies as its medium, expresses the inner aesthetic feelings of humans.
It has close relations with sculpture, drama, music and the like. Dance is a dynamic sculpture and
sculpture is a saltatorial Liangxiang (figure show). Both dance and drama appeal to spectators’ vision, but
the movement of dance has the highly recapitulatory and general expressiveness of the subject, being
good at emotion-expression and not expert at narration. The rhythm of dance has an intrinsic relation
with music. There is music free from dance, but there is not dance free from music. Developing gradually
from imitation and representation to formal language to freely express of the inner aesthetic feelings of
the subject is the evolution of the ideal of dance.

Key words: dance; sculpture; drama; music; aesthetic characteristics
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