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Marx and Engels and Eco-aesthetics

Zeng Fan-ren

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: The analyses and predictions of eco-aesthetic relationship by Marx and Engels are the
resource for our thinking and exploring eco-aesthetic views in the new century. Their common project is
to establish materialistic view of practice with eco-aesthetic consciousness, including a respect of the
inner values of species. The theory about “the overcoming of alienation” in Economic-philosophic
Manuscript, 1844 by Marx includes the idea of the reestablishment of the relationship between humans
and nature. And materialistic view of nature established in Natural Dialectics and the like by Engels has
become the philosophical foundation for explaining the eco-aesthetic relationship between humans and

nature.

Key words: radical naturalism; independent value of nature; reestablishment of the harmonious
relationship between humans and nature; natural dialectics
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