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A Comparative Study of Cultural Criticisms by Northrop Frye and F R
Leavis

JIANG Yu-gin

(Foreign Language School of Nanchang University, Nanchang, Jiangxi, 330047, China)

Abstract: As a great Canadian theorist, Northrop Frye shared a lot with British literary critic F R Leavis

on the contemporary cultural criticism. For Leavis, he criticized modern civilization and called for a great



tradition built in literary canons so that he was said to create a cultural criticism, i.e. Leavisian. For Frye,
he did not assert value orientation and elite consciousness as F R Leavis did, but he proposed literary
works should be studied in the broader cultural context, which coincided with the cultural criticism of
Leavis. So we can say Frye is on the line of Leavisian and is another pioneer figure of cultural criticism in
the contemporary cultural study.

Keywords: Northrop Frye; F. R. Leavis; Cultural Criticism
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