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Chinese Aesthetics and Literature Theory Walking out of
“Criterionlessness” and “Aphasia”

CHEN Yan

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)



Abstract: Chinese aesthetics and literature theory have abandoned its tradition and converted to
Western approaches for a time; however, we have not obtained a more profound understanding of art but
lost our own tradition, which is called theoretical “aphasia” in theses years. Western thinking probably is
not good at dealing with some object like art and art. Therefore, to return to our tradition and to establish
s aesthetics and literature theories with Chinese characteristics might be helpful to make a special
contribution to the understanding of art and literature.
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