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Introduction of Western Literary Theories:
From Fetching to Creating
TAN Hao-zhe

(The Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Western literary theory is an unavoidable “the other” for modern Chinese literary theory in its
development. In the last more than one hundred years, what we have been doing is fetching form the
West, which has brought us new ideas and concepts while at the same time made us following blindly,
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mentally lazy and feeble in creating. The study of literary theory facing the new century, on one hand,
should go on to fetch for the purpose of reciprocally completing, understanding and stimulating and, on
the other hand, consciously shift the focus, that is, turn from simply feting to creating and syncretising and
to the originally constructing of local theories on the basis of fetching. For these purposes, the
introduction of Western theories should (1) fuse effectively with Chinese literary tradition, (2) connect
effectively with the demands of the development of Chinese arts and culture, and (3) strengthen the
consciousness of problems in the introduction and construction of literary theories.

Key words: introduction of literary theory; creative construction

1A% 8 #1: 2003-11-02;
BB BFH(1955-), B, L ABBEA LA XFLE EFME T O HEA S NELFERLELE



