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On the Creation Date of Ancient Painting Bai Ma Tu

Feng enxue

(Research Center for Frontier Archaeology, Jilin University,Changchun 130012,China)

Abstract: The ancient painting, A Hundred Horses, reserved in the Imperial Palace, presents an ancient national
farm. The horses ornaments in it, similar to those worn by Qidan horses in Liao Dynasty, by no means belong to
Tang Dynasty, and therefore it is improper to conclude that the painting was invented in Tang Dynasty. Moreover,
the fact that the way of feeding horses is poles apart from that in Qidan contributes to the conclusion that the age of
it creation should be confined to Five Dynasties or North Song corresponding to Liao Dynasty and that it shows the
national horse farm of that particular age.
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