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The determinant standard on nomadic relics and related issues
ZHENG Junlei

(Department of Anthropology , Zhongshan University)

Abstract:In the past, archaeologist judged and investigated the nomadic relics through “move mode”,
“inhabitation form” with “farm living” etc. But this judging way is a little metaphysics. In reality, the nomadism of
north China in modern times is not a pour nomadic society absolutely, it must exist settle down living form and
other living forms as the time and places have to change. It needs to be analyzed specifically. The author
believes it must exist the possibility, that the nomadic people will settle down and form a scale of society even a
city in certain time or seasons; the nomadic relics must be in a special region; and we should analyze the land
forms and the topography of the relic to determine their character. The animals’ skeletons are very important in
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determining the character of nomadic relics. We should remove all kinds of accidental factors. The compound
livestock has more adaptations to life than the single livestock. Horses and sheep can be as the elementary
factor of the judgment for nomadic life, but pigs and cooks are not absolutely have nothing to do with nhomadic life
in some special condition. The production tools, daily used articles and the art subjects which can express the

character of nomadic life, all should be paid enough attention.

Key words: nomadic society; history of recognition; nomadic relic; animal skeleton; determine standard
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