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An archaeological view on the burial customs of the Khitan aristocracts in
the Liao dynasty

Peng shanguo
(Research Center for Chinese Frontier Archaeology of Jilin University , Changchun, 130012, China)

Abstract: Based on the historical documentary and archaeological evidences, the author of this paper
concluded the burial customs of the Khitan aristocracts of the Liao Dynasty as the following 6 aspects: 1.clan
cemetery building that corresponds with geomancy; 2.southeastern facing of tombs; 3.sketelon burial style
that corresponds with the traditional “xiao”(filial piety) belief; 3.sketelon encoffining with metal networks;
4.sacrificing with animals; 5. buried with rich funerary objects. Some of the 6 aspects are customs were drawn
from the Hans and the others were inherited from the traditional Kithan customs.
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