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the Perspective of the Spreading Westwards of Paper-making Technique

LIU Wensuo
(Department of Anthropology, Zhongshan University, Guangzhou 510275)

Abstract: In this paper is analyzed the state of the documents, in Chinese and in Kharosthi, unearthed from
Loulan and Niya, concerning their classification, date, etc. A clear difference between these two sites’
documents indicate the questions about the period of using simultaneously wooden tablet and paper in
Loulan, and the spreading westwards of the paper-making technique. On regards of the later, it couldn’t be
defined the time of the paper-making technique spreading westwards to those areas from Loulan, according
to the archaeological finds up-to —now; but it is believable that this spreading time hadn’t been happened

before the middle stage of 4™ century, A.D.

Keywords: Loulan, Niya, Kharosthi documents, period of wooden tablet and paper, paper-making technique
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