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National Policies and External Policies in the Kingdom of Dali

FANG Tie

(Center for Studies of Chinese Southwest’s Borderland Ethnic Minorities, Yunnan University, Kunming,
Yunnan, 650091, China)

Abstract: The national policies and external policies of The Kingdom of Dali have distinctive
characteristics of locality and era. This thesis discusses separately on the reason, contents and basic
characteristics of national policies for all nationalities in its precinct and remote areas and its external
policies. The Kingdom of Dali ruled Yunnan for 317 years. Its national policies were developed from that
of the Kingdom of Nanzhao. But there were some distinctive differences between them. The
characteristics were involved in: ruling all nationalities of its hinterland by granting titles and territories to
feudal lords of the Baiman; ruling remote nationalities by taking oaths and granting titles and territories
but armed conquest; weakening allying with nationalities of Wuman, Jingchi, Baiyi and so on, and making
the characteristic of joint ruling government indistinctive; inheriting the Kingdom of Nanzhao'’s practices of
attaching importance to occlude the Han people and inland economic and natural factors and identifying
positively with inland culture. External policies in the Kingdom of Dali mainly included: for the Song
Dynasty, hoping intensively being granted titles and territories, developing positively and maintaining the
feudatory relationship with it; for neighboring countries, such as Annan, Mianguo and so on, performing



policies of exchanging what one had for what one needs and peaceful coexistence.

Key words: the Kingdom of Dali; national policies; external policies
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