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Measurement of Social Security Sense in Transitional Society
—An Analysis Based upon the Investigation

in the Three Cities of Beijing, Dong-guan, and Fu-yang

Li Xue', Wan Hui-yi?

(1.Department of Sociology of China Renmin University; 2. Department of Sociology of China Renmin
University. Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Social security sense is the public’s subjective feeling and evaluation of social security
situation--their comprehensive psychological reaction to the degree to which their legal rights of personal
safety and property are / will probably be encroached on / protected in certain period of daily life. It
indicates the public’s recognition of social security status and their confidence in social development.
According to this definition, the author has constructed the indicator system for measuring social safety
sense, and put it into practice in Beijing, Dong-guan, Fu-yang. The analysis based upon the investigation
shows that this system can effectively and accurately reflect the social security levels in the
above-mentioned cities, with a high validity. Our conclusion is that economic development and
urbanization are very important factors affecting the sense of social security level in an area, that the
higher social status of certain group, the greater their ability to avoid risks, and that the less the relative
damageability, the higher one’s sense of social security level.

Key words: sense of social security; indicator system; Delphi Technique; social status; relative
damageability
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