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Abstract: The article analyzes the historic growth of urban community development in China since the
reform and opening and puts forward the idea that community development includes two basic
dimensionalities; firstly, it is a de-administration process motivated by the government administration,
and secondly, it is a social reform process with social operating system as its core. The two aspects are
not exclusive from each other, but are amalgamative, inter-promoting and inter-growing, which becomes
the remarkable characteristic of urban community development in China. The article also brings forward
the standpoint that urban community development is a social reform at the urban grass roots level,
coming out of the unified system pattern of administration and conducing to the development of the
administrative pattern of modern society.
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