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Implication of Social Capital and Problems in the Studies of It

Zheng Hang-sheng1 Huan Ping-qing2

(Research Center for Sociological Theory and Methodology of China Renmin University — one of the
Hundred Key Research Base for Humane and Social Studies subordinate to the Education Ministry;

Department of Sociology of China Renmin University)

Abstract: The concept of social capital has become a common notion in social sciences, such as
sociology, economics, politics and anthropology. It is also a concept reflecting the trend towards
integration of sociological theory and methodology, providing a foundation for such a trend. For the
relation-and-ethnic-orientated Chinese society, the concept of social capital is of great adaptability, and
studies of social capital carry an essential significance to “enhance social progress and minimize social

cost”. The paper also points out the problems in these studies.

Key words: social capital; concept; significance; relationship between the individual and society
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