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A Brief Description of the Development the Theory of Meaning in the West

SONG Sai-hua
(Department of Philosophy of Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Due to the close relation between language and thought, the philosophers and logicians in
various periods pay much attention to the meaning of language. The philosophers in Ancient Greek, in
Medieval and in Modern Times studied the meaning of language. This paper discusses the study of them
in turn, and exposes the development road of the theory of meaning from the meaning of words to the
meaning of sentences, then to the context of language, then to behavior of talk. It proves the necessity and
inevitability of combination of the theory of logic and real life.

Key words: language; meaning; Ancient Greek; words; Lekton; sentence; proposition; Medieval;
supposition; logic; Modern Times; proper noun; description; connotation; reference; extensional logic;
intentional logic; context of language; intercourse of talk
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