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A New Understanding of Relics of the Koguryo Kingdom in South Korea

Baek JongOh

Abstract: historic sites of the Koguryo Kingdom found in South Korea, the male-Makse were found in
only two places, Fort 1 of Hongryeon-Peak and Horogoru Fort. (Makse refers to the tiles decorated on
the edges of eaves and they are classified as male and female.) The two male-Makses showed the
same pattern in which the rim was separated from the surface in order not to harm the surface. This was
the conventional way of separating the rim only and it was performed in a certain space of a fort. As for
the Horogoru Fort, the male-Makses were found in a place that was suspected to be a well, which
indicates that there was intentional burying there. The nearby building site with underground-style walls
was supposed to be a place that had the same purpose and it is suspected that special performances
were conducted there.

Diverse kinds of earthen wares such as official hats, hair bands for the hats, weights for a balance,
short-neck black polished jars, pot-style earthen wares, crops, and animal bones were found to prove this
assumption. Among them, many different forms of earthen wares were the models that had the same
form of actual ones. It was suspected that the earthen wares were special wares related to ritual services.
Well-matured crops strongly represented the properties of ritual services that were served to the Crop
God, and there was the possibility that services were conducted around October after the harvesting of
crops.

Alongside there were six kinds of animal bones found together such as ox/cow, horse, and wild boar.
The bones were very severely damaged in every part and especially as for the wild boar, only the bones
of their heads were found in most cases. Cow and ox bones may be related to fortune-telling with a cow
or an ox’s hoof and the bones of deer and boars are closely related to ritual services for hunting.

Thus, Fort 1 of Hongryeon-Peak and Horogoru Fort are very important historic places in which
male-Makses were found. There is a high possibility that the ritual services were performed centering on
these sites. If the ritual services that were similar to the Dongmyung Ritual Service of the Goguryo
Kingdom had been performed there, they would have been done in a place of administration. That is, the
two sites hold significance in representing the space of symbolic ritual services as well as having military
functions.

Keywords: Koguryo Kingdom, fortress, fort, conventional behavior, ritual service, male-Makse, roof tile,
damaging
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