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Re-thinking of the Connections between Ancient Climate Events and
Ancient Culture
--By Chifeng Region during Megathermal Period of Holocene for Instance

TENG Ming-yu

Abstract: The time of climate event and its effect on ancient Culture is important when researching in
environmental archaeology of Chifeng region, since changes of environment are closely related to major
climate events. Up to date, environmental science research determines differently about the time of major
climate events during Megathermal period of Holocene, which will affect the developing progress of
understanding ancient Culture of Chifeng region. With an example of Chifeng region, this article indicates
that the specific time period of cold and drought climate event occurred 5500-5000 years ago is
significant to understand the developing progress of Hongshan culture, particularly to determine if the
highly development of Hongshan culture and massive regional ceremonial center was the reason that
lead to worse environment, or a result of cooler climate and change of environment. During Lower
Xiajiadian Culture period (4000-3500 years ago), was it worse environment lead to recourse competing
and to accelerate the progress of complicated society, or the warm and moist climate that suited human
survive and growth of population deepen the pressure of resource, thereby competing resource with
outsiders to promote the progress of social structure, is closely related to climate events. Therefore while
archeologists attempting to explain the progress and vicissitude of ancient culture with climate events, it
is proper to fully understand currently available research results and dissenting opinions, not to directly

match climate events to vicissitude of culture.

Key Words: Ancient Climate Events, Ancient Culture, Megathermal Period of Holocene, Chifeng Region



