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Upward Flow or Downward flow: Street Vendors' Current

Condition---Take Huangshi City as An Example

Hu Yan-jie

( Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Street vendor owns the means of production and belongs to self-employment strata. Based on
the survey in Huangshi of Hubei province, this paper analyses the street vendor’s current situation in
social mobility and the social class they belong to, from the perspective of social stratification. Street
vendor lies in the lowest layer in the self-employment group, and has little chance to move upwards. With
the completion of market, the gap within the self-employed group will become wider.

Key Words: Street vendor, Self-employment strata, Social mobility, Social stratification
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