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There is no forgiveness on the Forgiveness Day,
and even if the mask has been torn off ,so what?
—Reading Tolstoy’s short story “After the Ball”

WANG Li-ye

(Russian Department of Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Tolstoy’s short story “After the Ball” is comparable to his novel Resurrection in that they both
hail to combine the intention of tearing off fake masks, advocate “Moral Perfection” and the principle of
non-resistance to evil by violence. This paper expounds the short story’s narrative devices, language
features, environment depiction and character portraying, thus revealing the amazing contradiction in
Tolstoy’s mind.

Key words: Tolstoy, “After the Ball”, Forgiveness Day, at the ball, after the ball
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