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The theoretical perspectives of research on informal employment in

foreign countries

Huang Jia-bin

(Department of Sociology and Social work, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, 510275)

Abstract: In foreign countries, there are five different theoretical perspectives on the study of informal
employment—these associated with modernization theory, dependence theory, neoliberalism, Marxism
and neomarxism, and world-systems theory. These theoretical debates crystallized into three dominant

schools of thought: the dualist, structuralist and legalist schools of thought. Linking up with the informal
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employment of Chinese peasant workers in the city, this paper gives a rough reflection on the explanatory

power of the three theoretical models respectively.

Key words: informal sector; informal employment; theoretical perspective
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