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Symbols and Categorization

ZANG Ke-he
( Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Applications, East China Normal University,
Shanghai, 200062 China)

Abstract: It is of great importance, for the learning and communication of Chinese characters in this
digital age, to definitize the unique features of Chinese characters and their evolution in the process of
the standardization of Chinese language. The digital process of Chinese characters, in nature, is to
separate the form of the characters from which they present in communication. The characters, except
the so-called pictograms, are compounds of different components. To analyze these, we must put them in

a structure. The function of different parts in writing word should  also refer to the whole structure.

Keywords: symbol; structure; categorization
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