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Studies of the different forms of formal seal characters in Shuo Wen Jie
Zi
WANG Ping
(Center fro the Studies of Chinese characters and their applications, East China Normal University,
Shanghai, 200062 China )

Abstract: The relation of every formal seal character and its different forms, the types of these different
forms and existing patterns of all these different forms are discussed here. According to the materials
which are collected from Shuo Wen Jie Zi, we can draw a conclusion that the way in which all these
different forms are stored indicates Xu Shen’s sorting out of these forms of different periods and different
types. Xu Shen collected all different forms of every Chinese character which came into being at different
periods and then classified them into different groups on condition that the whole Chinese character
system wasn’t destroyed. This should be regarded as an effort to standardize Chinese characters. In
another words, the way in which all these different forms of formal seal characters are stored and
allocated is just an indication of the standardization of Chinese characters at that time. The former is a
superficial structure while the latter is a deep structure. Thus, all the different forms of seal characters in
Shuo Wen Jie Zi show a definite system. To study this system is of great value. It can help us to identify
the principle of classifying these different forms, to conclude the historical experience in choosing the

formal Chinese characters and to make rules for standard Chinese characters.
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