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On “granting cowrie” of bonze inscriptions of Shang and Zhou
Dynasties and the relation to currency

TAO Xia-bo

(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Applications, East China Normal Univ., Shanghai
200062 China)

Abstract: The cowrie is always used for granting in the inscription on bonze of Shang-Zhou Dynasties.
It is generally believed that the cowrie is a kind of currency and possesses the meaning of wealth. Ideas
vary on the cowrie’s position in the history of Chinese currency development. So, it is necessary to

probe into the connotation of the granting thing—Cowrie.
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