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Systematical approach to the standardization of Chinese
characters

HAN Tie-chun

Abstract: The expression of “speak putonghua, write standard characters” confines the standardization
of Chinese to the two aspects: pronunciation (putonghua )and writing(standard character).However, the
social practice since the new period calls for even higher and more comprehensive demands on

the standardization. To apply the idea of systematization to the governance of Chinese standardization



means to raise the level of standardization through the wholeness, the mutual relation, the openness of
the language system. The wholeness stresses the overall qualities and the basic nature of Chinese, the
mutual relation expresses the close connection between subsystems one another and between the
subsystem and the whole one as Chinese. The openness advocates to adopt new factors of the
language with the attitude of openness and compatibility, and sum up and standardize these factors

timely.
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