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A Philosophica | Perspective on the “All-round Doctr ine”
in Mora | Educa tion

ZHAO Zhiyi, L | Tao

Abstract: The school of “All-round Doctrine” maintains that the moral education should be p remised on
a list of clearly2defined virtueswhich are supposed to be instilled into those who receive the education; by so
doing,good morality will come into being. The believers of this doctrine are divided into different subgroups:
some of them emphasize that the authoritative moral teachings should be accep ted as the criterion for
making moral judgments; some insist that the agreementwith the human nature be regarded as the criterion;
some consider the pursuit of happ iness to be the criterion for living a moral life; and others attribute the
moral behavior to the result of reasoning. In terms of the dialectical relationship between knowledge and
ability, the “All-round Doctrine” entails considerable educational value. Butwith the development of time, the
inadequacy embedded in this doctrine imposes a great restriction on studentspmoral development, thus
exerting a negative effect on their character formation.

Key words:moral philosophy; All-round Doctrine; moral education reform
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