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The Relationship between Fair Trade Criterion in US Trade Law and
GATT/WTO Rules

ZHONG Fu-he, MENG Xiang-xiu
(Department of Law, Huagiao Univ.,Quanzhou 362011, China)

Abstract: The emergence and transformation of GATT/WTO system is closely related to US trade law in
its origin. In the beginning, the system was built on the values of trade liberalization based on reciprocity.
Since the 1960s, fair trade criterion of non-reciprocity was preliminarily confirmed by GATT system for the
promotion of the United Union, and simultaneously US trade law formed unilateral value criteria of
“equitable trade”. After the Uruguay round, WTO inherits the tradition of GATT in general value orientation.
However, American-oriented western values has distinctively expanded in the field of investment,

intellectual property, and service trade, etc. Equitable concept of non-mutual benefit tends to be eroded
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and weakened. It's very important to catch on this problem for developing countries.
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