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Research Vein and Progress of Supervisory Board Governance Theory

Wang Shi-quanl, Li Wei-an2

(1. School of Business Administration, Northeastern University, Shenyang,110004, China; 2.Center for

Studies of Corporate Governance, Nankai University, Tianjin,300071, China)

Abstract: This article, referring to the present theoretical study on supervisory board governance, based on the
exploration into the origination of the supervisory governance issue, cards and reviews the relative literature from
such five aspects of this research content emphases in different periods, as  “Researches on the aim and
function position of supervisory board ”,"Influencing elements and intensifying means of supervisory board
governance”, “ The study on necessity of supervisory board governance’, “Researches on the evaluation of
supervisory board”, and “The study on the relationships between supervisory board and independent directors” .
And the research results shows, the theoretical exploration of supervisory board seems to be much weaker in
contrast with other dimensions of corporate governance, without matching the urgent requirements of practices;
there hasn’t formed theoretical system with general guiding significance, but needs theoretical breakthroughs in
the nature and function mechanism of supervisory board. Based on this, it sums up the four tendencies of
supervisory board governance theory research, and finally puts forward the theoretical problems to be resolved in
recent years.

Key words: Supervisory board; corporate governance; independent director; supervisory board governance
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