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The Moral Paradox in Moral Education and Its Solution

ZHANG Luning

(Research Institute of Moral Education , Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210097 , China)

Abstract : The moral paradox in moral education refers to t he special circumstance under which a
legitimate moral conduct leads to good and evil results at the same time. Compared with other
contradictions appeared in moral education , the moral paradox reflects the result of moral behavior and
the contradiction between the good and the evil is simultaneous and selfcont radictory. As for t he
reasons causing the moralparadox , the int rinsic antinomy feature of moral principles is the leading
reason ; while students lack of moral wisdom and the exploiting of hypot hesis of good human nature in
moral education are the ot her two reasons. From the above analysis of the reasons leading to the moral
paradox , we can see that the moral paradox in moral education can not be eliminated. Only through
cultivating st udent spmoral wisdom can reduce the risk of moral paradox and lower t he harm caused

by t he moral paradox.

Key words : moral education ; moral paradox ; moral wisdom
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