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Globalization and the Development of Social Policy
Stein Kuhnle

Abstract The article highlights several dimensions of globalization and discusses the importance of globalization
for the development of social policy. Based on the research literature it is argued that one can distinguish between
economic, political and cultural globalization, and indicators of these dimensions are discussed. The literature on
the impact of economic globalization on social policy or welfare state development has arrived at different
conclusions. The point is made that economic globalization counts, but global and/or national political and cultural
factors decide what kind of social policy development is likely. The conclusion is that social policy development
can only be understood if also the political and cultural aspects of globalization are taken into account.

Key words Globalization; Economic, Political, Cultural Dimensions; Social Policy; Welfare States
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