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A Review on the Reflections of Chinese Public Administration

Studies, 1996-2008
Yanling He

Abstract A general consensus on reflecting Chinese public administration studies is that, public administration
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studies are confronted with the problems of localization and standardization during its rapid development as a
discipline. An identity crisis to some extent hidden in the evolution of public administration studies in China is
implied by such dual-plights. It is becoming an imminent and pressing task to establish a kind of public
administration studies with Chinese characteristics, viz. a discipline combining Chinese style, Chinese manner, and
Chinese standard. On the issue of how to ravel out the identity crisis, existing reflection works present a series of
divergences upon the alternative adoptions of countermeasures research or issue research, empirical research or
non-empirical research, qualitative research or quantitative research. In light of the status in quo of Chinese public
administration studies, the accumulation of empirical researches on administration studies pointing to de facto

administrative practice is of vital importance and great significance.

Key Words Public Administration Studies, Reflections, Review
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