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The Logic of “Transformation from Town to Street”: Case Study of a

Town of Guangdong Province

Abstract Nowadays, there are mainly two explanations about “transformation from town to street”: one is
about how to enhance administrative efficiency from the perspective of reform of the institution of
township; and the other is about how to improve rural economy and resolve contradictions between urban
and rural societies from the angle of urbanization. However, up to now little attention has been paid to
what roles township leaders are playing in “transformation from town to street” and in what way they
affect the process. Based on a case study of an economically developed town and viewed from detailed
description and analysis of the “transformation from town to street”, the leaders of the two towns
combined to achieve the minimization the damages through the "from two towns to one", “village to
community” is a necessary transitional stage, then the "town to the streets" also can maximize the proceeds.
The present article reveals how township leaders’ actions affect the institutional change. It studies the
paradox of the top-down bureaucratic system and the feature of the traditional society. The paper also
explores the township leaders’ actions, which aimed at integrating resources and rationalize administrative
system from the perspective of organizational change. These measures reflect the township leaders’ logic
of "what can do" under the pressurized system.

Keywords “Transformation from Town to Street”, Rational Choice; Township Leaders
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