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The Revival of Confucian ism in the Age of Post- Enlightenment

Gao Ruiguan
(Department of philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: Since the 1990s, “ Didacticism ”has been questioned again in Chinese
social context and has la in dorm ant. Conversely, an emergent phenomenon is the
revival of Confucianism. Such a correlation had appeared in the first half of the 20th
century. It is revealed in the sequence of “Life Confucianism”, “Knowledge

Confucianism” and “ Political Confucianism ”, which explains the process of
Confucianism research from doctrinal interpretation to political appeal. Nevertheless,
during this period,

Confucian thought has been greatly challenged by the researchers of Didacticism
and Confucianism. Therefore, in analyzing the revival phenomenon, we bear in mind
the following three premises: 1) Didacticism has received strong critic ism s in the
contemporary world; 2) The international environment and China’s status has
changed radically; 3) The ideological position and function has undergone a
transformational change; and 4) Confucianism itself has changed a lot.

Key words: Age of PostEnlightenment;  Confucianism; new Confucianist;

enlightenment
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