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The May Fourth Movement: A Constantly Revisited Starting Point——

On Li Zehou’s The Dual Variation of Enlightenment and National Salvation

Luo Gang

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal
University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: The “mysticality” of the May Fourth Movement embodies the idea that
the May Fourth Movement is constantly revisited w hen modern Chinese thought
faces a critical turning point. The 1980s, as a historical turning period, certainly
reverted itself to the May Fourth Movement. Through the interpretative reading of Li
Zehou’s The Dual Variation of Enlightenment and National Salvation, w e can
conclude that he tried to redefine the position of the May Fourth Movement by
analyzing the interactive and conflicting relations of “enlightenment” and “national
salvation”, aiming to disclose the strong appeal to modernization of he 1980s which
was nevertheless confronted with a deep crisis.

Key words: the May Fourth Movement; Li Zehou; enlightenment; national salvation



