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Understanding of the Otherness: Reflecting Zhuang Zi

Yang Guorong

Abstract: Whether and how it is possible to communicate and under stand between
different subjects? In reflecting the “being” of the humans, Zhuang Zi makes a
multiple investigation on it, and it is firstly embodied at t he debate of Hao2Liang.
The debate is theoretically concerning whether the mind of t he others is knowable,
and is also concerning whet her if t here is any distinction between “how it is possible
to know” and “in what way to know” or whet her t he two can be the same. Broadly
speaking, people exist in the world and are unavoidable to coexist with the others,
while in the process of co2existence and “among the people”, it could not but
producing communication and mutual understanding. Zhuang Zi’s key analysis is
contributed to t he influence of existence towards mutual under standing of the people.
Mutual understanding is attained through the dialogue in t he process of co - existence
and communication, and it s direction is the transferring of t he way and the
morphology of being. As for the “being” of human itself, the morphology of being is
either concerning the outer field of life or the innate spiritual world. Zhuang Zi pays
more attention to the latter.
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