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God as other: the view of God in Emmanuel Levinas’ Philosophy
Gu Hongliang

(Department of Philosophy of East China Normanl University )

Abstract: What Emmanuel Levinas talks is not the view of God in region, but in metaphysics. The
metaphysical view of God includes three issues. Firstly, how do we redefine God? Levinas points out the
view of God as the Other based on Descartes’thought of infinity and the Hebraic Bible. Secondly, how do
we understand the relationship between God and man? Levinas thinks that on one hand God and man
are separated, on the other hand they are possible to encounter. Thirdly, how does a man approach God?
Levinas believes a man could approach God in ethical encounters.
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