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The Concept of Presupposition in the Western Philosophy of language
and the Contemporary Russian Linguistics (ll)

ZHANG Jia-hua

(Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: The concept of presupposition was originated in analytic philosophy, logic semantics and
linguistic philosophy. It is used to study the truth-value semantics of sentences, analyze the logic
relationships among propositions, and describe the operational mechanism of verbal communication.
Presupposition is a special type of logical relationships among propositions and is also the critical
pragmatic prerequisite for successful verbal communication. This paper analyzes and discusses the
related problems from five perspectives: the origin of presupposition from the philosophy of language,
factive presupposition, semantic presupposition, pragmatic presupposition, as well as the relationship
between the presupposition and the lexical semantic component and the relationship between the

presupposition and the illocutionary meaning of speech act of particular verbs.

Key words: presupposition; assertion; western philosophy of language; Russian contemporary
linguistics
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